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Based on the requirements of the Public Procurement Regulations of 2013, a single
tender application to procure reproductive health commodities involves at least 17
Tender Board meetings to be completed. The procurement procedures stipulate that
the Medical Stores Department Tender Board meets once every month to review and
approve tender documents. Tender Board members typically need at least one
meeting to review each of the 17 compulsory tender forms that comprise each
application.

As a result of data-driven advocacy, the Tender Board now meets twice a week instead
of once a month — a move that has significantly accelerated the tender process from
more than 17 months to only about three.

Between 2013 and 2015, Advance Family Planning local partners Johns Hopkins
University Center for Communications Programs Tanzania, United Nations Association
and Health Promotion Tanzania, along with family planning stakeholders, carried
dialogues with decision makers in various institutions to expedite the process. The
institutions included the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, Medical Stores
Department, Public Procurement Regulatory Authority and the MSD Tender Board.

A study in 2012 documented that, the long and cumbersome procurement processes
for reproductive health commodities, including family planning, took up to two years
for tenders from overseas suppliers to be processed. As a result, there were persistent
stocks-outs at facility level, meaning clients were denied of health services.

This is a transitional step that strengthens on-going advocacy efforts to fast track
Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health lifesaving commaodities, including
contraceptives.

For more information contact: advocacy@hdt.or.tz -



